WAGE RATES 
AND EARNINGS 








FEBRUARY, 1965 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS, CANBERRA, 
AUSTRALIA 





Table 


ab 
ff => 
° 


—_ Oo 
tas © 
c 


14. 


1550. 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA 


WAGE RATES AND EARNINGS : FEBRUARY, 1965_ 


CONTENT 


tes 





I. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


Explanatory Notes 0 00 


Adult Male Wage Rates = 
Weekly Rates - 
Industry Groups, States, 28th February, 1965 oe 
All Groups, States, December, 1939 to February, 1965 
Components of Total Wage Rate, States, 28th February, 1965 
Components of Total Wage Rate, Australia, December, 1939 


to February, 1965 a os 
Hourly Rates = 
Industry Groups, States 28th February, 1965 one 


All Groups, States, December, 1939 to February, 1965 


Adult Female Wage Rates - 


Weekly Rates = 
Industry Groups, States, 31st December, 1964 A 
All Groups, States, December, 1951 to December, 1964 
Hourly Rates = 
Industry Groups, States, 3ist December, 1964 ae 
All Groups, States, December, 1951 to December, 1964 


Ii. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Commonwealth Basic Wage Rates Se | 56 
State Basic Wage Rates 0 0 0 6 


IIT. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


Explanatory Notes 00 0 0 
Average Weekly Earnings, States, 1954-55 to December Quarter, 
1964 ae oe 


Indexes of Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, 1954-55 to 
December Quarter, 1964 


Page 


\O © —] J NWN 


11 
11 


12 
13 


14 


15 








30 


I. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum weekly 
and houriy wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia and each 
ytate, together with index numbers with base : year 1954 = 100. 


Zo The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for a particular occupation, 
and for most occupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 12) and "secondary" 
wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for skill, ete., and 
loadings of various kinds. in the majority of cases such rates are prescribed in 
awards or determinations of Commonwealth or State industrial authorities or in 
agreements registered with them. some rates are prescribed in unregistered 


agreements between employers and employees. 


30 The Minimum Wage Rate Index is based on the occupation structure 

existing in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived from 
two sample surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey cf Awards in 
April, 1954, which showed the number of employees covered by individual awards, 
determinations and agreements, and provided employee weights for each industry as 
well as a basis for the Survey of Award Occupations made in November, 1954. This 
second survey showed the number of employees in each occupation within selected 
awards, etc., in the various industries, thereby providing occupation weights. 


Ao The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative 
occupations within each industry. They have been derived entirely from represen- 
tative awards, determinations and agreements in force at the end of each period 
commencing with March, 1939, for adult mates and March, 1951, for advit 

females. The index for adult males includes rates for 3,424 award designations. 
However, as some of these designations are operative within more than one industry, 
or in more than one State, the total number of individual award occupations is 2,322, 
For adult females the corresponding numbers are 1,103 and 518, By use of the 
industry and occupation weights derived from the surveys described above, these 
rates were combined to give weighted averages for each industry group for each 
State and Australia. Because of coverage difficulties the rural industry is not 
included in the index. 


5 o Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, ete. which 
relate solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded, 


65 in ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for representative 
occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as representative 
in the base year (1954) did not exist in earlier years, In such cases another 
occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from the same award and 
variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken to be representative 

for the earlier period. 


To Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly in 
some States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is likely 
to have some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or expanding 
industries on the index is not significant, because occupations in such industries 
can usually be covered by existing awards, and the wage rates for the new 
occupations conform very closely to those for existing occupations. Occasionally, 
however, an entirely new award is made ta cover a new industry, and in such cases 
occupations from the new award are introduced into the index whenever such action 
is warranted by the number of employees in the industry. By these means it has 
been possible for the occupations in the index to be kept, as nearly as may be, 
continuously representative and for a high degree of comparability to be preserved 
over a long period, 


8. Weighted averages of the components of the total minimum weekly wage rate, 
i.e. basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for advlt male 
ae 


employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those covered by State 
awards, etc. 











4. 
These particulars are published in Tables 3 and 4 of this bulletin. Relevant 
definitions are as follows:- 


"Commonwealth awards, etc." include awards of, or agreements registered 
with, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, and 
determinations of the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 


"State Awards, etc." include awards or determinations of, or agreements 
registered with, State industrial tribunals, together with certain 
unregistered agreements, where these are dominant in the particular 
industries to which they refer. 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates prescribed 

in awards, etc., for the cccupations included in the index for each State. 
For industries other than mining, metrcepolitan basic wage rates have 
generally been used. However, there are a number of occupations for 
which basic wage rates other than the metropolitan rate are prescribed, 
Also in some States at various times, State Government employees under 
Commonwealth awards have been paid State basic wage rates, and the basic 
wage rates of some employees have been subject to automatic quarterly 
adjustments while those of other employees within the same jurisdiction 
have remained unchanged. In all such cases the basic wage rate actually 
paid is used in tables herein. For these and other reasons, the weighted 
average basic wage rates shown in the tables in this section differ, in 
the majority of cases, from the metropolitan basic wage rates shown in 
Tables 11 and 12 of Section II. 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, awarded to 
particular classifications of employees for features attaching to their 
work such as skill, experience, arduousness or other like factors. 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings prescribed 
in awards, etc. for the occupations included in the index, Loadings, etc. 
that are not applicable to all workers in a specified award occupation 
(for example, those payable because of length of service; working in wet, 
dirty or confined places; excess fares incurred due to location of 
building site) are not included in the minimum wage rate index. 


9. The proportion of employees covered by Commonwealth and State awards, etc., 
varies considerably as between States, In addition, the proportions of employees engaged 
in the respective industries differ from State to State. As a result there are 
relatively wide differences between the weighted average amounts of margins and loadings 
in the several States. 


10. The wage rates shown in the tables in this section should not be regarded as 
actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, indicative of trends. 
Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index numbers measure the relative level 
of minimum wages as between States. 


11. Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males should not be compared with average 
weekly earnings per employed male unit, shown in Section III, because the latter include 
not only the earnings of adult wage-earners but also those of all salaried employees, 
junior wage-earners and part-time and casual employees. 


te. Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at the end of 
each quarter from March, 1939 to December, 1956 and as at the end of each month from 
January, 1957. Particulars for adult females are compiled quarterly and are available 
from March, 1951. For details of wage rates and index numbers from 1939 reference 
should be made to the following Statistical Bulletins:- 


S.B. 123 ~ Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, 1939 to 1959. 
S.B. 31 = Minimum Wage Rates, January, 1960 to June, 1963. 

Figures subsequent to June, 1963 will be found in the monthly bulletins, 
Wage Rates and Earnings, commencing with the June, 1964 issue. 


13. In some cases, when awards, etc. are varied, the new wage rates are made 
retrospective. Also there is generally an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in margins and loadings in respect of 
the occupations included in the index. Such retrospective, etc. effects on figures 
already published for recent months are generally incorporated in revisions made at the 
time of publication of detailed special Statistical Bulletins (see paragraph 12). 
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» MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES 





TABLE 1. 
INDUSTRY GROUPS 28TH FEBRUARY, 1965 


Weignted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 














time), ag preseribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 
industry Group Qld. S.A. W.A. Tas. Aust. 
RATES OF WAGE 
Ss. Gd} s- dj so de. Se dd. 
Mining and Quarrying (b) 523 21/391 41491 2 483 0 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
ets. 388 11 | 387 31] 398 6 389 6 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear DOZuE ones (meO tc oo mt 4 6 379 O 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 3005 1A02m ec 1506 NO 0 if 393 3 
Sawnilling, Furniture, etc, BW onl SH Poy swisie 0 1 382 4 
Paper, Printing, etc. 417 91426 O} 429 10 0 10 eS ae 
Other Manufacturing 392 51386 11378 2 7 8 387 #7 
All Manufacturing Groups 391 11389 514392 9 0 2 390 4 
Building and Construction AOS ee AtG ae | 37/5 8 te 400 9 
Railway Services 395 614364 10 | 396 4 8 | A 384 6 
Road and Air Transport 403 5 1385 111368 3 1 8 390 O 
Shipping and Stevedoring 389 11 |389 9) 386 2 6 3 388 3 
Communication 450 21446 91] 444 5 0 O 446 11 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 396 11 |397 7} 398 10 5 4 395 8 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services | 398 11 | 383 91] 386 7 6 388 4 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal | 
Service, etc. BOA An 3 OCurS lesion tt 9 Suis e 
All Industry Groups (c) 402 5 | 393 11 | 395 11 9 396 7 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
Mining and Quarrying (b) 185.2 147.6| 143.01 171.0 
Manufacturing = 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. 13767 HSS |” GIAO Sisiic, 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear sore 1SOn Weare CHES TE 134-2 
Food, Drink and Tobacco SoS: 12 led oii Ou ln Ocoee iooge 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 13935 Poveesch ly “evn Syl sal sioye) alee 
Paper, Printing, etc. 1479 146.9 | 156.8} 140.7] 149.1 
Other Manufacturing 138.9 136.2 118367 |e e769 | ta76e 
All Manufacturing Groups 138.5 1S Oe aS Om elise 13S 
Building and Construction Ta5% TBO OPS Ons. ean ou made g 
Railway Services 140.0 Sys) Ws oa ay SiyialS |™ alain: 
Road and Air Transport Ae ao lsso1 Shes Sole 1384 
Shipping and Stevedoring 138.1 OUIGS PSII (1 ane esste | es ii/e 5 
Communication 159.4 TSO cen ois oe Orme poe 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 140.5 eiGe1 137.5 142.0 140.1 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services| 141.3 (ees See 144.4 | (ao 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 13.654 VSS |S aisha) Soe IAi) ai sieeale 
All Industry Groups (c) 142.5 136.9 | 137-5] 140.4] 140.4 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 
(c) Excludes rural. 





(b>) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, ete. 
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TABLE 2. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time) , as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 













Aust. 





d. Ss. d. mG. Ole Ss. d. BS. de a. a. 
December - 

1939 1 99 5 94 1 100 6 92 2 98 4 
1945 1 118 1 116 O 120 4 shoe off TZOmen 
1950 9 1195 2 197 11 200 7 198 O 202 O 
1955 7 sis ta) te) vetslG) 88s 1 aes{O1e) = a 293 T 297 O 
Jee 3 2 334 4 | 339 11 340 9 347 (1 344 8 
1960 10 11 350 8 342 2 358 1 351 6 Sie ue, 
1961 5 2 | 359 10 | 354 7 | 363 9 | 362 8 | 365 9 
1962 8 Bri 359 Su See sO7 364 9 366 «7 
1963 4 Ole Cort i503 MeO > SO leo eno leo meo 
1964 - February i fo SAC OS) esos ele) Su/Ge ea fe siebenaks (etc ae 
March 9 8 370 O13 363 01, 375 Bipor BC ad 
April 10 B | 370 2 | 364 4 | 377 8 | 375 O | 376 4 

May 0 8 | 370 2 | 364 1 | 378 3 | 375 4 | 376 11 

June 5 6 374 4 | 384 2 | 380 8 393 10 390 1 

July T 9 JOD ao 384 6 BUSIOP= ds) fy sis5)= Sanit SIE it 
August 11 (Ar sae Onl Ae 10 ml ee cel 0 mls aso me S 75 mee 
September 0 411 385 6 | 384 17 | 384 6 | 395 3 | 393 6 
October 5 3 Sis )}oyM ees [Pes is)5) Bay, 387 6 Slow, ec! 394 «=O 
November 10 Ait astsisys Oru | Sieh ed 387 9 | 396 O | 394 4 
December 6 8 | 391 44 Sysloe im ihs Susie). 4 396 3 | 395 7 

1965 - January 2 O 395 4 386 § 388 3 396 5 
February 9 395 17 385 «9 SOC 396 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australie, 1954 = 100) 
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(a) Excludes rural. 
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See paragraph 10, page 4. 
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TABLE 3. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES s ADULT MALES (2 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE, 28TH FEBRUARY, 1965 








Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime) , as prescribed in awards, Sere aun ons and cd NIT 








Commonwealth ieerde: EtG o State Awards, etc. All Awards, etc. 
clave Mage Margin| LO24-| Total ig fees Load-| Total| Basic | , foad- | Total 
A S | ing Wage at ing Wage Wage | * ling Wage 
S. a | , 8. do - do d.| S- a. | Se Ge 
N.S.W. Sema vo | 76 : 12 O 6 ; - 8 8/402 5 
Vic. 307 4 306 14,89 5] 8 3 1 Deo SO aida 
Qld. 1299 5) 2,6 7 8 1 [hoes Saya 
See 303 6 2d) 8 vie 386 9 
WeAc 308 3 5, 9 1 8 T | 4 19/386 3 
Tas. SHE 1, 4114 3 6 40 | 7 S905 
2 6} 9 3 3 T | 7 


Aust. 309 1396 67 


(a) Excludes rural. See paragraph 10, page 4. For definitions see paragraph 8, page 4. 
(b) The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the 
metropolitan rates shown in Tables 11 and 12. See explanation on page 4. 
TABLE 4. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, AUSTRALIA (a 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as peceorsbec in awards, determinations and Agreements o 





Commonwealth Awards, eto State Awards, eto. | Al) Awards, ete, 
End | 
































Basic Basic ann 
of = |Load-! Total Lond: Total eeeia . |Load-{| Total 
(D Maret aoe ing "ene 
o| Bo Go} Bo Ao Gof 8. de : dof Bo. Ge} Be. de 

December - 

1939 OMS ly es Ona 17 4/0 6 330 5}; 98 4 
1945 197 3) 19 414 1 20 20125 813 34120 7 
1950 162 2) 35 83 11 SOs eo 614. 7 {1202 O 
1955 i239 O; 52 8)2 4 50 6/5 O 113 7 |29T =O 
1959 277 2) 69 2)3 O 59 6/4 8 5}3 10 | 344 8 
1960 278 2| 70 113 2 68 515 3 314 62 1355 80 
1961 289 9} 70 83 6 68 11/5 3 O14 5 1365 9 
1962 289 71 71 314 1 69 Al5 11 415 0 1366 7 
1963 289 10; 78 914 7 Gsyeentsh om (0. SD ot oD eS 
Mar. |289 10| 78 11/4 11 OlmOme fl mee 9 ig OmnO hood 
April}289 10] 78 11] 4 11 4; 76 917 2 3]: 77.1016 0 1376 4 
May 1290 O| 78 11] 4 17 1176 917 4 Ne 77 4116 1 1376 11 
June|308 10} 79 O5 O stiteaihet exch 7h says! 213} AL GGL op oo) Mb eie lO 
July}309 2) 79 115 1 21 76 1017 7 7| 3 78 O16 3 1392 411 
Aug.}309 2! 79 2)5 1 Sie (Sesh lie 17] 78 116 § 1393 2 
Sept.{309 2] 79 245 1 91 77 OF 9 Cle 116 5 1393 6 
Oct.1309 2] 79 75 2 21 77 O18 O 2 Al6 61394 0 
Nov./309 2] 79 95 2 OI TOs 7: 616 & [394 A 
Dec.}/309 2] 80 45 2 61 77 618 6 6} 3 016 91395 7 
1965- Jan.}]309 2) 80 @5 2 6} 78 6/9 1 717 11396 6 
Feb.| 309 2} 80 95 2 6| 78 6/9 3 717 21396 7 


NOTE. - For footnotes see Table 3 above. 
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TABLE 5. =- MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS 28TH FEBRUARY, 1965 








Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 





CT 8 ae TL OR EOE 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 1117.40] 147.35] 115.20 | 128.95] 127.20 146.66 

Manufacturing - | | 

Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, etc. 


Textiles, Clothing and 


Sealey | FalHSnSiyl leapasisi |. dsHoaels 


as 
ON 
'e) 

-—> 
\O 
Wl 
31 


Footwear i liotens © pater 9): teal 1G eG teddies old tea) mere 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 1120.65] 118.95 | He 116657 | 115615) 118.03 
Sawnilling, Furniture, ets. | 51413023) 114.92] 114.25] 112.52] 114,38] 114.790 
Paper, Printing, etc. | 0331127.99] 128.95] 124.50] 135.53; 119.23] 126.48 
Other Manufacturing | 117073]415.94) 173.45] 115.63} 113.05] 116.94) 116.33 

11 Manufacturing Groups 1 11703511176.86) 4117.83] 715.86) 115.91} 117.88) 117.05 
Building and Construction | (25 (ol 11eees | tly ect 1 oede) Ito 690) i20ni23 
Railway Services 1109, 56 jialoweree| Wala r 70 41 1 Os eeatial 6 o 63 aiaye 38 
Road and Air Transport | 121.03}715.78) 140.48) 112.78) 176,30| 115.00) 117.00 
Communication | 435,.05(134.03] 133.33] 133.67] 133.80| 132,63] 134.25 
Wholesale and Retail Trade | 479.08/119.27| 119.65] 115.33] 116.50) 120.35) 118.70 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services | 122 ,.03]}118.29 | 


Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
pervice, etG. 
All Industry Groups (c) 


1410,CO 
1418.29 





OE Lat A OA Coenen ee 


| INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base s Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 400) 


ee, een Ee Ee 





Mining and Quarrying (b) | 187.6] 138.3} 173.6] 135-7) 151.9) 142.8 Ie Fh 
Manufacturing - 7 . 
Engineering, Metals, | ; 

Vehicles, et. . Lowa 136,8 4 AO as. (1 Srhoe ‘ower. Live | lpSiieo © 
Textiles, Clothing and ; 

Footwear Tepes ose 249 | PEI eh Salesyants esl {S59 
Food, Drink and Tobacco Gol weer, 440.1 g(a etl SWS) 136.3 | ae 
Sawmilling, Furniture, ete. | 439.0] 133.4, 131.8] 134.6} 132.5] 134-7 135.1 
Paper, Printing, etc. 147.6} 150.8] 157.9] 146.6} 159.6] 140.4 149.0 
Other Manufacturing 1387 Oe Cet oeeo eS O52 ed som 2 | 15161, 137.0 
Al} Manufacturing Groups eyes) Ute | ase nel s ealeMoin Sy] | ister os [eal ckeinie Ue Oe, 

Building and Construction We eee elsisih)  aisiskachy |= valsisinisa|y 1 chen) a 441.6 
Railway Services 139.8] 129.0 140.0 ‘lesiener Aes Oro ania ioe | aS) 
Road and Air Transport TAZ Ol Bond) wort Ort 132.8] 137.0] 135.5] 137.8 
Communication 159.11 15709 ToT 3 A oe ioe Olle pode TSS] 
Wholesale and Retail Trade TAC S140. ln 140 oer. Oo oe talc! 139.8 
Public Authority (n.e.is) and | | | 

Community and Business Services TAS (ea oot eee ee i o4ec 433.4] 146.3 139.8 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 

Service, etc. 135.8] 129.Q 132. Veo 22 eyes es yo iene. i226 
All Industry Groups (c) 442.5] 139.3 140.1} 136.8] 137.6) 140.4 140.4 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (bv) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, etc. 
(c) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The former is not included in the 
Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation 

of hourly wage rates are not available. 
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TABLE 6, - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES + ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (e) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 
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106.46 
107.08 
109.18 


Ooms 


109.26 
109.51 
109,31 
i ore! 
115.44 
115.54 
qiioeoe 


pales ase 


lal, 
lel Syopeys: 


116.09 
Ora 4 


3020 
37° 4 
70.0 
100.9 


120.2 
127.0 
125.4 
1264 
428,6 
12867 
128.7 
eee 
128.8 
1369 
136.0 
sea 
(aged 


OT AS 1 25. 14 
32.83 | 31-71 
60.35 | 59.42 
90.50 | 88.45 
102.56 | 104.38 
107.87 | 105.70 
109.53 | 109.03 
4110.13 | 109-71 
112.91 1112.06 
AerOomsiM dies 74 
WAZOO ett cula5 
lesa eae een 
sa Sinnsls iam paicscieks: 
114.49 1118.36 
114.49 1118.74 
TA Sian ie catc 
1145.67 (7178.81 
116.62 1118.84 
416,67 1119.06 
116.80 (119.14 
116.85 1719.19 
1116.85 {119.27 
1954 = 100) 
32.0 29.6 
38.7 37-3 
heel 70.0 
106.6 |!104.2 
120.8 |122.9 
ned ae 124.5 
129.0 128.4 
12957 1412" 
Sy AOls al a'cy2 
joecm 12270 
Woon 432.8 
(SERS bees! 
Saree 432.9 
B46 139.4 
134.9 139.9 
1) BYES | aS SIA 
ears OO, 
eMart on bl HLOYAO. 
SHAS Ae 
lee Ome + Ans 
see AIG) 84] qty a Al 
SO malta aa 





26.91 
33095 
60.70 
89. 36 


103.55 
106.7% 
109.91 
VieG 
112.76 


112.99 
413.07 
es, 
113.24 


Tel 
38.9 
115 
105.3 


122.0 
V2 56 { 
129.5 
2930 
ls2ac 


2 s 2 


awd «= --d == aad 


CotrNnN--— 


eek Se ee 
o I < 
fw Ouikt NO = 


° 


NON] SO NO NO) Gp Ce CoG Gs 
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ea wah od 
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—, 
a] 
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(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The 
former is not included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite 
particulars for the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. 
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TABLE 7. -— MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES s ADULT FEMALES (a) 


INDUSTRY GROUPS» 31ST DECEMBER, 1964 


en er RT ie 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


“industay Group qd. | 5-0. | WA. | Tas. 







































s. d.| 8. cf Be d.| 8. de/ Ss. do] 8. d.| @. a. 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 288 104275 i277 8] 2€ 270 71268 4/280 8 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 270 6 | Zot 4] FC gm i2 7 ire oom | 2Oe mea 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 238 5 7259 [274-7026 321260 F012 15 6 
Other Manufacturing 274 94284 321/266 21267 ese SEIS) 4 
All Manufacturing Groups be ver Ol2eo weleGy 6 2CT Ei27 35 7 
Transport and Communication 239 91294 288 51294 21289 9)|295 O 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 29 5 pels CeO 212 11295 5 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 3 PBOrwAeee a clelo ole). co! 300272 6 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service, etc |2 /* Ph 4,209 24 2* Bh persysi= eq | eleysy well he che 8. 
All Industry Groups (b) 90 6 1275 44281 3272 21275 2114269 = 4)282 4 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia | | 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 145.1 138.2] 139-51 733 RSA Ol aliZiette © 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 425.9 42.6 35.6 2 130.8] 7134.8 
Food, Drink and Tobacco : SHAG Wisision! 
Other Manufacturing (eyes) Sie | 
All Manufacturing Groups Siiee artee esi or 


Transport and Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service, etc. 
All Industry Groups (b) 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 
and construction. 


TABLE 8. = MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 
Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work excluding 
rescribed in awards and index numbers of wage rates. 


determinations, etc. | , 
End of = N.S.W.| Vic. | Qid. | Serie W.A. Tas. Aust. 


RATES OF WAGE 





(b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and 


Oover-=- 



























| gs. ds s. dad) s. de 
December - 1951 jig acre i ee 2 a oy 
1959 (249 3/241 3) 229 8 
1960 261 341246 7|239 4 
1961 269 21256 71255 6 
1962 269 411254 @| 255 3 
1963 274 71260 71261 5 
1964 - March a7 & | 26 2 | 
June 9 oY 


september 
December 
























INDEX NUMBERS 
- Base 3 f 
December - 1951 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 - March 139 
June 145.9 
September 445.9 141.4 
December 145.9 {tli aate: 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building and 
construction. 








TABLE 9. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS 31ST DECEMBER, 1964 
numbers of hourly rates 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index 


qid.] S.a.| W.A. Aust. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 









Industry Group 

























Engineering, Metals, Vehicies, etc. BOn (inl Cee Go|) Coes (Fala Sie dy) GO. 50) 542.52 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 81, UO OVO COWS Oe eat Sled ont CoO stro Os 4 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 86.53 | 80.72| 82.45] 79.521 77.45] 78.25 | 82.65 
Other Manufacturing 85.70] 81.65] 85.28] 80.13] 80.38] 79.03 83.70 
All Manufacturing Groups | 64094 GO. (aloe. 50) COeOOt OO.co 1 (6.50 1 woe. ie 
Transport and Communication OA6I0 | 91.04) 95.47 | 91.47 |) 93099) 95.79 193.38 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 93.83| 87.43} 86.63} 83.65] 83.38] 81.62 89.03 
Public Authority (n.-e.i.) and | | 

Community and Business Services 94.70] 88.46 82.61] 95.62] 90.16 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service, etc. 80.02 S6ncOnve Os tiniece. oo 
All Industry Groups Bie 83.541 81. (0 65.40 

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base s Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 

Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. IAA Ie ee oes aoc ae 1338 ean 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 134.9 Wee Aco ae | Beieie Ve Orefala lore 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 14Se¢ ole 134s 1 136.9 eee) TORO lis es 
Other Manufacturing Ae Sor neloioe Olemdcaleeo vee | 131.3] 129.0 
All Manufacturing Groups 13927 ove vesw eee pcb ekcye. 130.4] 136.5 
Transport and Communication 157.0 Slt bese Nogales 159.1] 155.1 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 5S 145.2] 143.9] 138.9 135.6] 147.9 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 157.3 TAG Cine oe la eed 158.8] 149.7 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. | 140.8 1) CASI a) SV a) keke Sone Uso 
All Industry Groups (b) 146.5 | 138.3] 141.2] 136.4 135.7] 141.8 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building 


and construction. 


TABLE 10. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of _of hourly rates. 


Bnd of - wa xast 
RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 
December - 1951 52. 30 51-90 ABci2 lias 49.02 50.23 Dilte on 
1959 75.66 IPD ALC 69.42 eon Oye aeO6 73.26 
1960 19 31 14-33 12.34 73.630 T5017 | 12045 76.13 
1961 81.11 TT. 34 17.23 76.04 (ECONO AGB: 79.00 
1962 81.68 (ley FT ESIC, jovial 79,09 (oes 719.10 
1963 83.35 omon 79,04 76.97 80.37) 76.42 80.54 
1964 - March 84.54 [eros 19.94 76,97 80. 39 T6074 Olea 4 
June 88.16 62.01 GOeoD 82.00 E208 ehh Ae, ora: 
September 88.19 83.29 O2eoe 82.00 82.81 si. He, 65513 
December 88.19 83.29 85.01 82.12 Syn oa MD esl eat AO, 85.40 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
December - 1951 86.9 86.2 80.9 
1959 125./ 120.8 aks’ 
1960 Ua 4 VE SIAS 120.1 
1961 Us snyl 128.5 VAX S" 
1962 Ueisrrt| WASAS Zena 
1963 138.4 (PROBS st syle s 
1964 - March 140.4 130.5 eo leans 
June 146.4 136.2 1 ois 
September 146.5 138.3 137.6 
December 146.5 138.3 Vase 
(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural3 mining and quarrying; and building and 


construction. 








12. 
II. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Basic wage rates are determined by Commonwealth or State industrial 
authorities. The basic wage is that part of the minimum wage to which are added 
margins for skill, etc. and loadings. It is determined without regard to any 
circumstance pertaining to the occupation or industry of an employee. 


For further information reference should be made to the Labour 
Report, in which the history of basic wage fixation in Australia is dealt with 
at some length. For tables showing Commonwealth and State basic wage rates 
over a long period of years see the Appendix to Labour Report No. #4, i9G1-¢ 


COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES 


A PPE, ee EE DALAT RO OT TLE OR IN OT AA ROP nas ee ee VL ee 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission may, for 
the purpose of preventing or settling an industrial dispute extending beyond 
the limits of any State, make an order or award altering the basic wage or the 
principles upon which it is computed. In practice, the Commission holds general 
basic wage inquiries from time to time and its findings apply to industrial 
awards within its jurisdiction. Since December, 1950 the basic wage for adult 
females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. 


TABLE 11. — COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 


Date Operative (a) | Sydney | Mel bourne | Bri Brisbane]! Adela: ide Perth | Hobart | ,, oan aie 


ADULT MALES 























d. de 8. dof Gis 
1951 - November 1207 Of O | 195 O | O 
1952 - November 0 Q 229 0 | 0 
1953 - August (b) 0 | 0 231 © O 
1956 = June (c) 0 | 0 241 0 | 0 
1957 - 15th ey) 0 | O 2574 O 0 
1958 - 21st. May(c 0 | O 256 O O 
1959 - 11th June(c) O | 0 2a 0 O 
1961 - 7th July(c) O 0 28 3 0 | O 
1964 - 19th June(c) O 0 303 0 | O 


LST SRA AT epee Ce PE ek) TR . 





















d. de d 8. de | che ehA Bie ae d. 
1951 - November 155 0] O 6 146 © | 147 6 0 O 
1952 - November 177 6 0 O hi ebm aAik £10 6 | O 
1953 ~ August (b) | 182 0 0 6 Tae One dT 6 | O 
1956 - June (c) 189 6 6 0 180 6 | 184 6 0 | 6 
1957 - 15th May(c)|197 Oo 0 6 188 0 | 192 0 6 O 
1958 ~ 21st May(c) | 210 0 ) 0 192 01195 6 0 | 6 
1959 - 11th June(c)| 212 0 O 6 203 O | 207 O 6 O 
1961 - 7th yuly $e) O 0 6 PY eae | BPRS 210 6 O 
1964 - 19th June(c 0 @) 6 227 a Oullae3 1a 6 O 












| 
i 
| 
| 


(a) Rates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing in the 
month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. (b) Automatic quarterly adjust- 
ment in accordance with variations in retail price index numbers discontinued. 

(c) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. 








A 
t 0 


AL eA TAI ee OIE TT ee a 


In New South Wales automatic quarterly adjustments to the basic wage were 
discontinued following legislation passed in October, i964 and Commonwealth basic 
wage rates were adopted retrospective to 19th June, 1964. State basic wages are not 
declared in Victoria and Tasmania, but Wages Boards, which determine minimum rates to bs 
paid in various industry groups or callings, now generally adopt Commonweaith rates. in 
Queensland the industrial authority may declare a basic wage oniy after an inquiry 
In South Australia the rates have been the same as Commonwealth rates since 1950. The 
industrial authority in Western Australia determines the basic wage each quarter after 
sonsidering retail price index numbers. In all States, since May, 1961 the basic wage 
for adult females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. The rates for the 
capital cities in each State are shown in Table 12. 


TABLE 12. - STATE BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 


Adult 
Females 











Aduit 
Females 
ee als 








Date Operative (a) 

















1953 - August (b) O 0 February 301. O 226 60 
1955 - November (c) O 189 6 May 302 0 226 66 
1956 - Novembex 0 2050 August 203 OO 22a 
1957 ~ November 0 2026 November | 303 «OO Dan 6 
1958 ~- November 0 204 6 {1964 - February | 303 0 227 «6 
1959 ~- November 279 O 209 0 May 305 «OO 229 0 
1960 - November 294 90 220 6 19th June (f) 345 OO 236 60 
1961 - November 301 O 226 O 

1962 - November | 300 O 0 | 

REE ene (See an Seca treetciane eal eee 





VICTORIAN BASIC WAGE = MELBOURNE RATES 





953 ~- November 
954 - November 
955 ~ November 
956 - August (>) 








QUEENSLAND BASIC WAGH =» BRISBANE RATES 



















30th January 
14st May (e) 
29th May (e) 
1963 = 6th May (e) 
1964 = 43th July (e)| 300 
Tth December(e)} 306 
1965 - 29th March (e} 309 


1953 - 2nd November 
1954 - ist February 
1955 - 24th October 
1956 - 29th October 
1957 - 29th July 

1958 - 27th October 
1959 — 26th October 
1960 - 31st October 








(BD DI Sp Dad OY, 
OONNAOCCO 
SSO 227 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE ~ ADELAIDE RATES 





NOTE: Since February, 1950 these rates have been the same as the Commonwealth basis 
wage rates for Adelaide (see previous table). 





WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE ~- METROPOLITAN RATES 



















1953 - 27th July 246 6 160 3 1961 = 31st July 300 225 5 
1955 - 9th Augus’ 252 5 164 1 30th October 224 1 
1956 - 29th October 265 2 172 4 1963 - 22nd April 225 2 
1957 - 28th October 272 9 l= a! 29th July 226 74 
1958 - 27th October 273 5 177 9 1964 = 27th April 298 2? 
1959 - 26th October 281 6 183 0 22nd Sept.(e) 234 0 
1960 - 24th October 294 7 220 11 26th October 2335 
1961 - 30th October 298 9 224 4 1965 — 26th April 236 0 
TASMANIAN BASIC WAGE - HOBART RATES 

1956 - February (s} 259 0 194 3 1959 - July (4 282 O 211 6 

May 268 O 264 Oe | 106) emda cc) 294 0 220 6 

August (b) 272 0 204 0 1964 —- June (d) 314 0 Pee) 6 





Ee SET 











(a) See footnote (a) to Table 11. (b) See footnote (b) to Table 11. (c) Automatic 
adjustments re-introduced. (a) Commonwealth basic wage rates adopted by most wages boards 
in the months shown. (e) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. (f) Commonwealth 
rates adopted —- see above. 





Til. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of employment and. 
of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct collections 
and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. Pay of members of the defence forces 
is not included. 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for males and 
females separately from the sources mentioned above; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units. Male units represent total male 
employment plus a proportion of female empioyment based on the approximate ratio of 
female to male earnings. As it was not possible to estimate the ratio of male to 
female earnings in the several States the same ratio has been used in each State. 
Because the astual ratio may vary between States precise comparisons between average 
earnings in different States cannot be made on the basis of the figures shown. 


For a number of reasons average weekly earnings per employed male unit 
cannot be compared with the minimum weekly wage rates shown in Tables 1 - 4. The 
figures in Tables 1 - 4 are weighted average minimum (award) rates payable to adult 
male wage earners in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each 
month or year. Those in Table 13 represent actual average weekly earnings for all 
wage earners and salaried employees (whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, 
casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 





TABLE 13. ~ AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) 


(é) 


















Period Vic. W.Ao Australia 

1954-55 (beta) lh aes: 16.15 | 16.60 eet 
1955-56 48.97 | 18.9% 16.94 | 17-79 18.34 
1956-57 19.95 | 19.87 17.517 | 18.85] 19.21 
1957-58 20.48 | 20.34 18.11 19.14) 19.73 
1958.59 20.98 | 18.62 | 19.29} 18.31 eo 20.34 
1959-60 22.74 | 19.71 | 20.91] 19.61 | 20.96 21.93 
1960-61 23.58 | 20.79 | 21.68| 20.77 | 21.66 22.98 
1961-62 DAO6 NOOO 2287 (ce ie sil) eee OF! 23.62 
1962-63 25.05 | 22.18 | 22.89| 22.12 | 22.95 24.22 
1963-64 26023 | 23034 O4.G% | 22.59 | 24.28 25.43 
1962 — June Quarter 25.22 | 24.69 | 21.88 | 22.65 | 21.87 | 23.98 PANES 
September " ya AA BSNS PES Tf CPiece PPP Oy al Des Pea ie: 
December " Yh elbya love! 23024 23.609 22.66 | 22.93 2S he 

1063 — March " Peis bel ee | ele ee Sooo ae eccmlee 2s 26 LVR XO 
June " PEA! Oh eS jun) 22626 De OOD es Ouried 1 24.83 
September " 25033 | 25.49 | 22.77 | 23.33 3.30 | 23.24 | 24.65 
December" 27670 | 27-93 | 24048 | 28.12 | 2408% | 25242 | 26.85 

1964 - March " POR || else ciea | rete | 23,21 | 22.37 | 23.63 Oe? 
June " 27209 | 26.66 | 22.91 24.52 | 22,80 | 24.80 26.02 
September " 27.48 | 27.71 | 24-69 | 25-93 | 23.89 | 24.97 26.72 

POG | 29626 | 2Oee a feb e5G eo etA | 25646 Powe 


December : 





(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, over- 
time earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or retrospective- 


ly during the periods specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. (>) Includes the 
Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes the Northern Territory. 


NOTE s+ Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal influences. 
Comparisons as to trend are generally test made by relating complete years or 
corresponding periods of incomplete years. However, comparisons of December 


quarter, 1963 and March and June quarters, 1964 with the corresponding quarters 
of previous years are affected by additional prepayments arising from extensions 
of annual leave from two to three weeks. 

Seasonally adjusted indexes of average earnings are shown in Table 14. 





All ee “Alls, 
Period Industries —_— Period Industries ey 

mee, || b) | 
1954-59 1O5n 106.9 11958 - Sept. NeAre 
1955-56 P2cas' 113.8 Dec. 126.0 
1990-57 pea Mee 1959 - March 125.4 

1957-58 PeOas 1222.0 J 6 
1958-59 124.5 125.6 Gee reve 
| sept. ESAs 
1959-60 1343 Ne5e4 Dec. V2, 
1960-61 140.6 V4 Maren 137.5 

1961-62 Aa 143.4 
June 139.5 
1962-63 148.3 et esa | Sept. 140.2 
1963-64 15507 154.8 aad eles 
1954 - Dec. Qtr. LOB e Oca etch 142.4 
4955 - March " VODs OMe June VAOs2 
June " 108.8 TOmGe Sept. 140.9 
Sept. " 109.9 eas, Dec. WAZ 
? 
Dec. OR Tf ilngiae Manon 144.4 
1956 - March " 113.8 AA 3 June Va. 4 
June " 114.9 Sey Sept. 146.4 
Sept. " salons W6..6 Dec. ery 
Dec. say Niles Memon 149.3 
1957 - March " leno 11:69 June 148.8 
June " ieee Ome Sept. eee: 
Sept. " 119.2 119.8 Dec. 152.8 
i A 

Dec. 120.9 12201 March 157.0 
1958 - March " lizalesre. liao June 157.9 
June " 129 123.6 Sept. 164.6 
Dec. (d) 


TABLE 14. = INDEXES OF AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (a) gs AUSTRALIA 


aR 


b Jo 


(Base of each Index : Year 1953-54 = 100) 
Seasonally Adjusted 














(b) Average earnings per employed male 
unit. Based on Pay-roll Tax returns and other data. (c) The index for manufacturing 
industries for the years 1954-55 to 1963-64 is based on the average earnings of male 
wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by annual Factory Censuses. 
The figure for September quarter, 1964 is an interim estimate based on paye- 

roll Tax returns and -is subject to revision when the Factory Census for 1964-65 is 
tabulated. (d) Not yet available. 

NOTE: The index numbers for "All Industries" and "Manufacturing" show the movement in 
average earnings for each group over a period of time. However, they do not 
give, at any point of time, a comparison of actual earnings in the two groups. 


JoP. O'NEILL 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 





COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 


14TH MAY, 1965 


CANBERRA, <A.C.T. 


NOTE 3 - 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
41971, Extension 7 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics. 





